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The gun-toting woman holds enormous symbolic significance in American culture. For over two centuries,
women who pick up guns have disrupted the popular association of guns and masculinity, spurring debates
about women's capabilities for violence as well as their capacity for full citizenship. In Her Best Shot, Laura
Browder examines the relationship between women and guns and the ways in which the figure of the armed
woman has served as a lightning rod for cultural issues.

Utilizing autobiographies, advertising, journalism, novels, and political tracts, among other sources, Browder
traces appearances of the armed woman across a chronological spectrum from the American Revolution to
the present and an ideological spectrum ranging from the Black Panthers to right-wing militias. Among the
colorful characters presented here are Deborah Sampson, who disguised herself as a man to fight in the
American Revolution; Pauline Cushman, who posed as a Confederate to spy for Union forces during the
Civil War; Wild West sure-shot Annie Oakley; African explorer Osa Johnson; 1930s gangsters Ma Barker
and Bonnie Parker; and Patty Hearst, the hostage-turned-revolutionary-turned-victim. With her entertaining
and provocative analysis, Browder demonstrates that armed women both challenge and reinforce the easy
equation that links guns, manhood, and American identity.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Palmer:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know which one you should start with. This Her Best Shot: Women and Guns in America is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Joseph Bolden:

This Her Best Shot: Women and Guns in America is great guide for you because the content which is full of
information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Her Best
Shot: Women and Guns in America in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this
publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt which?

Joyce Morgan:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Her Best Shot: Women and Guns in America
or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications
are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Her
Best Shot: Women and Guns in America to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Kathy Norvell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Her Best Shot:
Women and Guns in America.
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