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David McNeill, a pioneer in the ongoing study of the relationship between gesture and language, here argues
that gestures are active participants in both speaking and thinking. He posits that gestures are key ingredients
in an “imagery-language dialectic” that fuels speech and thought. The smallest unit of this dialectic is the
growth point, a snapshot of an utterance at its beginning psychological stage.

In Gesture and Thought, the central growth point comes from a Tweety Bird cartoon. Over the course of
twenty-five years, the McNeill Lab showed this cartoon to numerous subjects who spoke a variety of
languages, and a fascinating pattern emerged. The shape and timing of gestures depends not only on what
speakers see but on what they take to be distinctive; this, in turn, depends on the context.  Those who
remembered the same context saw the same distinctions and used similar gestures; those who forgot the
context understood something different and changed gestures or used none at all. Thus, the gesture becomes
part of the growth point—the building block of language and thought.

Gesture and Thought is an ambitious project in the ongoing study of how we communicate and how
language is connected to thought.
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From reader reviews:

Lydia Sanders:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Gesture and Thought. Try to face the book Gesture and
Thought as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Florence Taylor:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled
Gesture and Thought? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Gloria Lentz:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Gesture and
Thought suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Gesture and Thoughtis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know
before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Ali Ellison:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be go through. Gesture and Thought can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who
have those short time problems.
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