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Despite the tremendous gains of the LGBT movement in recent years, the history of gay life in this country
remains poorly understood. According to conventional wisdom, gay liberation started with the Stonewall
Riots in Greenwich Village in 1969. The 1970s represented a moment of triumph—both political and
sexual—before the AIDS crisis in the subsequent decade, which, in the view of many, exposed the problems
inherent in the so-called “gay lifestyle”.

In Stand by Me, the acclaimed historian Jim Downs rewrites the history of gay life in the 1970s, arguing that
the decade was about much more than sex and marching in the streets. Drawing on a vast trove of untapped
records at LGBT community centers in Los Angeles, New York, and Philadelphia, Downs tells moving,
revelatory stories of gay people who stood together—as friends, fellow believers, and colleagues—to create
a sense of community among people who felt alienated from mainstream American life.

As Downs shows, gay people found one another in the Metropolitan Community Church, a nationwide gay
religious group; in the pages of the Body Politic, a newspaper that encouraged its readers to think of their
sexuality as a political identity; at the Oscar Wilde Memorial Bookstore, the hub of gay literary life in New
York City; and at theaters putting on “Gay American History,” a play that brought to the surface the
enduring problem of gay oppression.

These and many other achievements would be largely forgotten after the arrival in the early 1980s of
HIV/AIDS, which allowed critics to claim that sex was the defining feature of gay liberation. This reductive
narrative set back the cause of gay rights and has shaped the identities of gay people for decades.

An essential act of historical recovery, Stand by Me shines a bright light on a triumphant moment, and will
transform how we think about gay life in America from the 1970s into the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Meekins:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Stand by Me: The Forgotten History of Gay Liberation. Try to make the
book Stand by Me: The Forgotten History of Gay Liberation as your buddy. It means that it can to become
your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Virginia Villalon:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Stand by Me: The Forgotten History
of Gay Liberation book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Elaine Harvey:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a e-book. The book Stand by Me: The Forgotten History of Gay Liberation it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features
high quality.

Jack Morgan:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Stand by
Me: The Forgotten History of Gay Liberation your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get ahead of. The Stand by Me: The Forgotten History of Gay Liberation giving you another
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So
now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time



activity?
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