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For the Classic Maya, who flourished in and around the Yucatan peninsula in the first millennium AD,
artistic materials were endowed with an internal life. Far from being inert substances, jade, flint, obsidian,
and wood held a vital essence, agency, and even personality. To work with these materials was to coax their
life into full expression and to engage in witty play. Writing, too, could shift from hieroglyphic signs into
vibrant glyphs that sprouted torsos, hands, and feet. Appearing to sing, grapple, and feed, they effectively
blurred the distinction between text and image.
 
In this first full study of the nature of Maya materials and animism, renowned Mayanist scholar Stephen
Houston provides startling insights into a Pre-Columbian worldview that dramatically contrasts with western
perspectives. Illustrated with more than one hundred photographs, images, and drawings, this beautifully
written book reveals the Maya quest for transcendence in the face of inevitable death and decay.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Rode:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Life Within: Classic Maya
and the Matter of Permanence book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Kim Phillips:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Life Within: Classic Maya and the Matter
of Permanence as the daily resource information.

Bernice Bland:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Life Within: Classic Maya and the Matter of Permanence, you could tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Vincent Mickens:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent the whole day to reading a book. The book The Life Within: Classic Maya and the Matter of
Permanence it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not



too expensive but this book features high quality.
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