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How did the United States become the world's largest consumer of energy? David Nye shows that this is less
a question about the development of technology than it is a question about the development of culture. In
Consuming Power, Nye uses energy as a touchstone to examine the lives of ordinary people engaged in
normal activities. He looks at how these activities changed as new energy systems were constructed, from
colonial times to recent years. He also shows how, as Americans incorporated new machines and processes
into their lives, they became ensnared in power systems that were not easily changed: they made choices
about the conduct of their lives, and those choices accumulated to produce a consuming culture. Nye
examines a sequence of large systems that acquired and then lost technological momentum over the course
of American history, including water power, steam power, electricity, the internal-combustion engine, atomic
power, and computerization. He shows how each system became part of a larger set of social constructions
through its links to the home, the factory, and the city. The result is a social history of America as seen
through the lens of energy consumption.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Piercy:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Consuming Power: A Social History of American
Energies is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

William Tietjen:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled Consuming Power: A Social History of American Energies can be
excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Nora Emerson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is usually Consuming Power: A Social History of American Energies.

Joan Toon:

This Consuming Power: A Social History of American Energies is brand new way for you who has interest
to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Consuming Power: A
Social History of American Energies can be the light food in your case because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type
for your better life and also knowledge.
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