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Georg Lukács wrote that "there is autonomy and 'autonomy.' The one is a moment of life itself, the elevation
of its richness and contradictory unity; the other is a rigidification, a barren self-seclusion, a self-imposed
banishment from the dynamic overall connection." Though Lukács' concern was with the conditions for the
possibility of art, his distinction also serves as an apt description of the way that Hegel and Hegelians have
contrasted their own interpretations of self-determination with that of Kant. But it has always been difficult
to see how elevation is possible without seclusion, or how rigidification can be avoided without making the
boundaries of the self so malleable that its autonomy looks like a mere cover for the power of external
forces.

Yeomans explores Hegel's own attempts to grapple with this problem against the background of Kant's
attempts, in his theory of virtue, to understand the way that morally autonomous agents can be robust
individuals with qualitatively different projects, personal relations, and commitments that are nonetheless
infused with a value that demands respect. In a reading that disentangles a number of different threads in
Kant's approach, Yeomans shows how Hegel reweaves these threads around the central notions of talent and
interest to produce a tapestry of self-determination. Yeomans argues that the result is a striking pluralism that
identifies three qualitatively distinct forms of agency or accountability and sees each of these forms of
agency as being embodied in different social groups in different ways. But there is nonetheless a dynamic
unity to the forms because they can all be understood as practical attempts to solve the problem of autonomy,
and each is thus worthy of respect even from the perspective of other solutions.

"Everyone recognizes the importance of Hegel's critique of Kantian morality as empty, but until now there
has not been a fully worked out presentation of how Hegel's views in his discussion of Sittlichkeit actually
provide the missing content. Yeomans has finally provided us with a reconstruction of Hegel's mature
position that makes good on all the promissory notes that Hegel (and his commentators) gives in his famous
descriptions of his alternative to Kantian ethics. Yeomans offers a compelling account of Hegel's view of
individuality, societal differentiation and its roots in Kantian and Fichtean moral theory. The book will be a
major contribution to the scholarship on Hegel's practical philosophy."-Dean Moyar, Associate Professor of
Philosophy, Johns Hopkins University

"Yeomans' book is a subtle, detailed and original explication of some key ideas having to do with how
Hegel's general philosophy of action (or theory of the nature of agency) relates to his social and political
philosophy. It is attentive to Hegel's texts, and it ties its discussions into all the relevant contemporary
themes in philosophy. It is very ambitious in its attempt to make Hegel's theory into a real competitor to
other views that are currently in wide play in the philosophical world. It will very likely become one of the
key texts in the secondary literature on Hegel."-Terry Pinkard, University Professor of Philosophy,
Georgetown University
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Gonzalez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Expansion of
Autonomy: Hegel's Pluralistic Philosophy of Action? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Gregory Throop:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Expansion of Autonomy: Hegel's Pluralistic
Philosophy of Action will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Cynthia Briscoe:

The knowledge that you get from The Expansion of Autonomy: Hegel's Pluralistic Philosophy of Action
could be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Expansion of Autonomy: Hegel's
Pluralistic Philosophy of Action giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific
The Expansion of Autonomy: Hegel's Pluralistic Philosophy of Action instantly.

Christine Brooks:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is usually The Expansion of Autonomy: Hegel's Pluralistic Philosophy of Action.
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