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Readers and audiences have long greeted As You Like It with delight. Its characters are brilliant
conversationalists, including the princesses Rosalind and Celia and their Fool, Touchstone. Soon after
Rosalind and Orlando meet and fall in love, the princesses and Touchstone go into exile in the Forest of
Arden, where they find new conversational partners. Duke Frederick, younger brother to Duke Senior, has
overthrown his brother and forced him to live homeless in the forest with his courtiers, including the cynical
Jaques. Orlando, whose older brother Oliver plotted his death, has fled there, too.

Recent scholars have also grounded the play in the issues of its time. These include primogeniture, passing
property from a father to his oldest son. As You Like It depicts intense conflict between brothers, exposing
the human suffering that primogeniture entails. Another perspective concerns cross-dressing. Most of
Orlando’s courtship of Rosalind takes place while Rosalind is disguised as a man, “Ganymede.” At her
urging, Orlando pretends that Ganymede is his beloved Rosalind. But as the epilogue reveals, the sixteenth-
century actor playing Rosalind was male, following the practice of the time. In other words, a boy played a
girl playing a boy pretending to be a girl.

The authoritative edition of As You Like It from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and widely used
Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play

-Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play

-Scene-by-scene plot summaries

-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases

-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language

-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play

-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books

-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Susan Snyder

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of
Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Nakashima:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled As You Like It (Folger Shakespeare Library) can be good
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Joan Jackson:

Typically the book As You Like It (Folger Shakespeare Library) has a lot of information on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after reading this article book.

Donald Andrews:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled As You
Like It (Folger Shakespeare Library) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The As
You Like It (Folger Shakespeare Library) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Deborah Browning:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually As You Like It (Folger Shakespeare Library). This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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