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As indelible components of the history of the United States, race and racism have permeated nearly all
aspects of life: cultural, economic, political, and social.  In this first anthology on race in early cinema,
fourteen scholars examine the origins,  dynamics, and ramifications of racism and Eurocentrism and the
resistance to both during the early years of American motion pictures. Any discussion of racial themes and
practices in any arena inevitably begins with the definition of race. Is race an innate and biologically
determined "essence" or is it a culturally constructed category? Is the question irrelevant?  Perhaps race
exists as an ever-changing historical and social formation that, regardless of any standard definition, involves
exploitation, degradation, and struggle. In his introduction, Daniel Bernardi writes that "early cinema has
been a clear partner in the hegemonic struggle over the meaning of race" and that it was steadfastly aligned
with a Eurocentric world view at the expense of those who didn't count as white.

The contributors to this work tackle these problems and address such subjects as biological determinism,
miscegenation, Manifest Destiny, assimilation, and nativism and their impact on early cinema. Analyses of
The Birth of a Nation, Romona, Nanook of the North and Madame Butterfly and the directorial styles of D.
W. Griffith, Oscar Micheaux, and Edwin Porter are included in the volume.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Kelley:

The book The Birth of Whiteness: Race and the Emergence of United States Cinema make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The Birth
of Whiteness: Race and the Emergence of United States Cinema being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Birth of Whiteness: Race and the Emergence
of United States Cinema. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jose Pina:

This The Birth of Whiteness: Race and the Emergence of United States Cinema are usually reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Birth of Whiteness: Race
and the Emergence of United States Cinema can be one of several great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that possibly
will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Birth of Whiteness: Race and the
Emergence of United States Cinema forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Mamie Crossett:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them
is this The Birth of Whiteness: Race and the Emergence of United States Cinema.

Kathy Davis:

Typically the book The Birth of Whiteness: Race and the Emergence of United States Cinema has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.
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