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In this fascinating reassessment of postmodern architecture at the end of the 20th century, Emmanuel Petit
addresses the role of irony and finds a vitality and depth of dialectics largely ignored by historical critiques.
A look at five individual architects—Peter Eisenman (b. 1932), Arata Isozaki (b. 1931), Rem Koolhaas (b.
1944), Stanley Tigerman (b. 1930), and Robert Venturi (b. 1925)—reveals the beginning of a
phenomenology of irony in architecture. As Petit explains, irony is manifested in the work of these architects
as an aesthetic tool, as existential comedy, and as cultural satire.

Petit frames his discussion between the destruction of two utopian structures by architect Minoru Yamasaki
(1912–1986): the demolition of the Pruitt-Igoe housing complex in St. Louis in 1972 and the collapse of the
World Trade Center in 2001. Meticulously researched and drawing widely from philosophy and literary
criticism, Petit crafts a compelling case for the role of irony during a period when architects struggled to
come to terms with significant contradictions within cultural modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Huitt:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Irony; or, The Self-Critical
Opacity of Postmodern Architecture book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Erica Clark:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Irony; or, The Self-Critical Opacity
of Postmodern Architecture is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Crystal Sanchez:

Precisely why? Because this Irony; or, The Self-Critical Opacity of Postmodern Architecture is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will
go to the publication store hurriedly.

Joseph Robison:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
in comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find
reserve that need more time to be read. Irony; or, The Self-Critical Opacity of Postmodern Architecture can
be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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