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Historians of the Civil Rights era typically treat the key events of the 1950s Brown v. Board of Education,
sit-ins, bus boycotts, and marches--as a revolutionary social upheaval that upended a rigid caste system.
While the 1950s was a watershed era in Southern and civil rights history, the tendency has been to paint the
preceding Jim Crow era as a brutal system that featured none of the progressive reform impulses so apparent
at the federal level and in the North. As Kimberley Johnson shows in this pathbreaking reappraisal of the Jim
Crow era, this argument is too simplistic, and is true to neither the 1950s nor the long era of Jim Crow that
finally solidified in 1910. Focusing on the political development of the South between 1910 and 1954,
Johnson considers the genuine efforts by white and black progressives to reform the system without
destroying it. These reformers assumed that the system was there to stay, and therefore felt that they had to
work within it in order to modernize the South. Consequently, white progressives tried to install a better--
meaning more equitable--separate-but-equal system, and elite black reformers focused on ameliorative
(rather than confrontational) solutions that would improve the lives of African Americans. Johnson
concentrates on local and state reform efforts throughout the South in areas like schooling, housing, and
labor. Many of the reforms made a difference, but they had the ironic impact of generating more demand for
social change among blacks. She is able to show how demands slowly rose over time, and how the system
laid the seeds of its own destruction. The reformers' commitment to a system that was less unequal--albeit
not truly equal--and more like the North led to significant policy changes over time. As Johnson powerfully
demonstrates, our lack of knowledge about the cumulative policy transformations resulting from the Jim
Crow reform impulse impoverishes our understanding of the Civil Rights revolution. Reforming Jim Crow
rectifies that.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Stewart:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Reforming Jim Crow:
Southern Politics and State in the Age Before Brown is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Carl Kile:

The book untitled Reforming Jim Crow: Southern Politics and State in the Age Before Brown is the book
that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Reforming Jim Crow: Southern Politics
and State in the Age Before Brown from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Joan Marcial:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
Reforming Jim Crow: Southern Politics and State in the Age Before Brown provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.

Miranda Wenger:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is named of book Reforming Jim Crow: Southern Politics and State in the Age Before Brown. You can add
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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