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This unusually frank and honest memoir deals with the life of Nigel Quiney from his earliest memories of
living through the blitz of London in WWII, to when he was twenty-one and boarded the Queen Elizabeth
believing he was emigrating to the USA. His experiences there and travelling coast-to-coast are a fascinating
read as he details how a young Englishman saw this country in 1960. In this book he details how he realised
that he was gay at avery early age in London and how he came to terms with it, at the same time discovering
what was then the underworld of London's gay life.

A fascinating read for anyone interested in this period of war and the difficult after-years for ayoung man
knowing that he was different and ultimately discovering his gayness when the very mention of the subject
was taboo, but acting upon it.

Thisisthefirst of four memoirs.

About the Author

Born 1939 in West Dulwich, in South London to a middle-class family and growing up in the Blitz left many
vivid memoriesto avery young child. He attended Oakfield, alocal private kindergarten, as bombs dropped
and at the age of six was evacuated to Eccles Hall in Norfolk. There he experienced great loneliness and the
hideous

attentions of the matron as well as kindliness of the US airmen stationed at Snetterton. Back in South London
to anew house in Streatham, he returned to Oakfield school. He enjoyed his stay, eventually passing the
eleven-plus and gaining a scholarship to Dulwich College a public school.

All his Easter and summer holidays were spent at the family's holiday home in East Dean, near Eastbournein
E.Sussex. There he formed an immensely close relationship with a boy of his own age and together, they
explored the Downs and the local Birling Gap beach. He began to realise that he was different. By the age of
thirteen, due to the publicity which surrounded the jailing of Lord Montague, he had worked out that he was
homosexual. He began to hate college but discovered the wonderful world of Hollywood movies where he
also discovered an expression for his sexuality. He was persuaded to join the Boy-Scouts and later the army
corps which he loathed. His family were completely unaware of his being gay as in those days the very
subject was taboo and indeed did not cross his parent's minds in relation to their off-spring.

In 1955, he was taken on a European tour by car with his family, visiting war-torn France and Italy. A year
later he joined his father's paper merchant business at their officesin the city where bomb sites proliferated.
In working after-hours in a coffee bar to tire and rid himself of sexual urges, he jumped out of the frying pan
into the fire when he discovered that other workers there were gay. He was seduced accordingly and was
introduced into the labyrinth of underground gay bars and clubs. Through many experiences he made good
friends. He avoided National Service by confronting his medical team with the admission that he was gay,



much to their fury. He discovered a family living in Paris with a holiday home in Cap d'Antibes where for
five years he spent his summer holidays. From his experiences in the South of France he began to design silk
head-scarves which he had hand-painted in Paris and sold to the expensive London department stores. At
nineteen he fell in love with a Jamaican man and entered a different world of men who desired black men
and vice-versa. When he was twenty-one, his mother discovered that he was gay and ultimately accepted the
situation before he sailed on the Queen Elizabeth to the USA. There he toured and had many exciting
adventures and encounters.

His tour ended in Mexico, before he flew back to London.
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From reader reviews:
Reginald McDade:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
abook can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this A Cock-Eyed Optimist: An
intimate memaoir of agay film fan born in 1939 in South London (The Memoirs of Nigel Quiney) book
because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Kevin Roark:

The particular book A Cock-Eyed Optimist: An intimate memoir of agay film fan born in 1939 in South
London (The Memoirs of Nigel Quiney) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to explain the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book
very suitable to you. The book A Cock-Eyed Optimist: An intimate memoir of agay film fan bornin 1939 in
South London (The Memoirs of Nigel Quiney) is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Michael Yancey:

The guide with title A Cock-Eyed Optimist: An intimate memoir of agay film fan born in 1939 in South
London (The Memoirs of Nigel Quiney) haslot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of
advantage after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement
of theworld. This particular book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Abigail Shelton:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this A Cock-Eyed Optimist: An intimate
memoir of agay film fan born in 1939 in South London (The Memoirs of Nigel Quiney) e-book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still skepticism A Cock-Eyed Optimist: An intimate memoir of agay film fan
born in 1939 in South London (The Memoirs of Nigel Quiney) as good book not just by the cover but also
with the content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already aerted you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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