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Few personalities from classical antiquity are more famous-yet more poorly understood-than Cleopatra VII,
queen of Egypt. In this major biography, Duane Roller reveals that Cleopatra was in fact a learned and
visionary leader whose overarching goal was always the preservation of her dynasty and kingdom.

Roller's authoritative account is the first to be based solely on primary materials from the Greco-Roman
period: literary sources, Egyptian documents (Cleopatra's own writings), and representations in art and
coinage produced while she was alive. His compelling portrait of the queen illuminates her prowess as a
royal administrator who managed a large and diverse kingdom extending from Asia Minor to the interior of
Egypt, as a naval commander who led her own fleet in battle, and as a scholar and supporter of the arts. Even
her love affairs with Julius Caesar and Marcus Antonius-the source of her reputation as a supreme seductress
who drove men to their doom-were carefully crafted state policies: she chose these partners to insure the
procreation of successors who would be worthy of her distinguished dynasty. That Cleopatra ultimately lost
to her Roman opponents, Roller contends, in no way diminishes her abilities.

"Roller tells his tale smoothly and accessibly. . ..The resulting portrait is that of a complex, many-sided
figure, a potent Hellenistic ruler who could move the tillers of power as skillfully as any man, and one far
and nobly removed from the 'constructed icon' of popular imagination."
-The New York Times Book Review

"A rich account of late Ptolemaic culture.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Kelly:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Cleopatra: A Biography (Women in Antiquity) provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Ronald Adams:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Cleopatra: A Biography (Women in
Antiquity) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?

Gregory Anderson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This reserve Cleopatra: A Biography (Women in Antiquity) was filled about science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read
a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Brian Hill:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but additionally novel and Cleopatra: A Biography (Women in Antiquity) or
even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Cleopatra: A Biography (Women in Antiquity) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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