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As Barack Obama seeks to chart anew course in American foreign policy, one of the English language
media's most respected authorities on the Arab world, David Gardner, addresses the controversial but urgent
question: why isthe Middle East so dysfunctional? And what can be done about it? Clear-sighted, never
flinching from unpalatable truths, Gardner draws on his acute grasp of history and decades of experience
covering the region to look at why conflict, despotism, and sectarianism continue to flourish in the Arab
world while they decline everywhere else. The "Middle East exception" is, he argues, a product of the West's
own making. By supporting tyrants, fuelling the Israeli-Pal estinian conflict, and demonizing democratically
elected Islamist parties, the West in general but specifically America has incubated a region inherently
resistant to economic and political reform, and suppurating with resentment. As the Obama administration
plansits Middle East policy, Gardner argues for nothing less than atotal reappraisal of what real politik
means. The traditional shibboleths: support Israel, mollify the Saudis, suppress Islamism, simply will not do
in the 21st century, he argues. Both an introduction to the modern Middle East and an impassioned
polemic,Last Chanceis essential reading for anyone concerned with the future of the region.
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From reader reviews:
Donna Bauer:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Last Chance: The Middle East in the Balance. Y ou can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book Last
Chance: The Middle East in the Balance. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, you can open abook or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Cynthia Carter:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asyou may know
that book is very important for people. The book Last Chance: The Middle East in the Balance ended up
being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The reserve Last Chance: The Middle East in the Balance is not only giving
you more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Last Chance: The Middle East in the
Balance. Y ou never fed lose out for everything when you read some books.

Danid Starnes;

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Last Chance: The
Middle East in the Balance is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Raul Miller:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Last Chance: The Middle East in the
Balance reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Last Chance: The Middle
East in the Balance as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one publication that
can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.
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