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Do doctors fix patients? Or do they heal them? For all of modern medicine’s many successes, discontent
with the quality of patient care has combined with a host of new developments, from aging populations to the
resurgence of infectious diseases, which challenge medicine’s overreliance on narrowly mechanistic and
technical methods of explanation and intervention, or “fixing’ patients. The need for a better balance, for
more humane “healing” rationales and practices that attend to the social and environmental aspects of health
and illness and the experiencing person, is more urgent than ever. Yet, in public health and bioethics, the
fields best positioned to offer countervailing values and orientations, the dominant approaches largely extend
and reinforce the reductionism and individualism of biomedicine.
 
The collected essays in To Fix or To Heal do more than document the persistence of reductionist approaches
and the attendant extension of medicalization to more and more aspects of our lives. The contributors also
shed valuable light on why reductionism has persisted and why more holistic models, incorporating social
and environmental factors, have gained so little traction. The contributors examine the moral appeal of
reductionism, the larger rationalist dream of technological mastery, the growing valuation of health, and the
enshrining of individual responsibility as the seemingly non-coercive means of intervention and control. This
paradigm-challenging volume advances new lines of criticism of our dominant medical regime, even while
proposing ways of bringing medical practice, bioethics, and public health more closely into line with their
original goals. Precisely because of the centrality of the biomedical approach to our society, the contributors
argue, challenging the reductionist model and its ever-widening effects is perhaps the best way to press for a
much-needed renewal of our ethical and political discourse. 
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From reader reviews:

Luz Davis:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled To Fix or To Heal: Patient Care, Public Health,
and the Limits of Biomedicine (Biopolitics) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity
to you.

Dan Hanner:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read will be To
Fix or To Heal: Patient Care, Public Health, and the Limits of Biomedicine (Biopolitics).

James Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you also know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims To Fix or To Heal: Patient
Care, Public Health, and the Limits of Biomedicine (Biopolitics).

David McKenney:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the To Fix or To Heal: Patient Care, Public Health, and the Limits of Biomedicine
(Biopolitics) when you desired it?
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