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The 1950s have passed into the history books as the period of the Federal Republic of Germany's so-called
"economic miracle"; yet attention to women's roles in economic reconstruction has until now been
negligible. In this book, Erica Carter explores how the development of a "social market economy" after 1949
gave a new centrality to consumers as key players in the economic life of the nation, and, in that process,
gave women a new public significance.
Public attention focused in particular on the nation's housewives, who were to train the populace for entry
into a new world of consumer prosperity. Carter investigates this focus from two perspectives: in part 1, she
tackles the political economy of postwar West German consumption, and in part 2, she looks at
representations of the consuming woman across a range of popular cultural forms. Since visual imagery is
discussed at length, the book is lavishly illustrated with advertisements, fashion photographs, film stills, and
documentary photography from the period.
How German Is She? also makes a distinctive contribution to questions of national identity. While many
historians agree that nationalism was a spent force after 1945, Carter argues that concepts of nationhood
survived in the rhetorics of public policy and in popular culture of the period. In this context, national and
efficient consumption became a housewife's duty, not just to husband and family, but to the postwar
"nation." The book will be of primary interest to scholars and students in German studies, women's studies,
and cultural studies.
Erica Carter is Research Fellow in German Studies, University of Warwick.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

The feeling that you get from How German Is She?: Postwar West German Reconstruction and the
Consuming Woman (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) may be the more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but How German Is She?: Postwar West German Reconstruction and the
Consuming Woman (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who
read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having that How German Is She?: Postwar West German
Reconstruction and the Consuming Woman (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany)
instantly.

Peter Barba:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take How German Is She?: Postwar West German
Reconstruction and the Consuming Woman (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) as the
daily resource information.

Renee Oneal:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking How German Is She?: Postwar
West German Reconstruction and the Consuming Woman (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in
Germany) that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you could pick How German Is She?: Postwar West German Reconstruction and the Consuming
Woman (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) become your own personal starter.

David Gaiter:

You can obtain this How German Is She?: Postwar West German Reconstruction and the Consuming



Woman (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book through
e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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