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The Shadow Line is a short novel based at sea by Joseph Conrad; it is one of his later works, being written
from February to December 1915. It was first published in 1916 as a serial in New York's Metropolitan
Magazine (September—October) in the English Review (September 1916-March 1917) and published in
book form in 1917 in the UK (March) and America (April). The novella depicts the development of a young
man upon taking a captaincy in the Orient, with the shadow line of the title representing the threshold of this
development. The novella is notable for its dual narrative structure. The full, subtitled title of the novel is
The Shadow-Line, A Confession, which immediately alerts the reader to the retrospective nature of the
novella. The ironic constructions following from the conflict between the 'young' protagonist (who is never
named) and the 'old' drive much of the underlying points of the novella, namely the nature of wisdom,
experience and maturity. Conrad also extensively uses irony by comparison in the work, with characters such
as Captain Giles and the ship's 'factotum' Ransome used to emphasise strengths and weaknesses of the
protagonist. The novella has often been cited as a metaphor of the First World War, given its timing and
references to a long struggle, the importance of camaraderie, etc. This viewpoint may also be reinforced by
the knowledge that Conrad's elder son, Borys, was wounded in the First World War. Others however see the
novel as having a strong supernatural influence, referring to various plot-lines in the novella such as the
'ghost' of the previous captain potentially cursing the ship, and the madness of first mate Mr Burns. Conrad
himself, however, denied this link in his 'Author's Note' (1920), claiming that although critics had attempted
to show this link, "The world of the living contains enough marvels and mysteries as it is." Andrzej Wajda
has made a 1976 film adaptation of the novel under its Polish title - Smuga cienia.
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From reader reviews:

Travis McDonald:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Shadow
Line? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Ana Gaskill:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like
to something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Shadow Line can be great book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Gregory McKinney:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Shadow Line that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you may pick The Shadow Line become your starter.

Antonio Batts:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be The Shadow Line why because the amazing cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside
as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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