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Winner of the American Poetry Review/Honickman First Book Award.

“Matthew Dickman’s all-American poems are the epitome of the pleasure principle; as clever as they are,
they refuse to have ulterior intellectual pretensions; really, I think, they are spiritual in character—free and
easy and unself-conscious, lusty, full of sensuous aspiration. . . . We turn loose such poets into our culture so
that they can provoke the rest of us into saying everything on our minds.”—Tony Hoagland,
APR/Honickman First Book Prize judge

"Dickman crystallizes and celebrates human contact, reminding us...that our best memories, those most
worth holding on to, those that might save us, will be memories of love....The background, then, is a
downbeat America resolutely of the moment; the style, though, looks back to the singing free verse of Walt
Whitman and Frank O'Hara....(Dickman's) work sings with all the crazy vereve of the West." —Los Angeles
Times

"Toughness with a smile....(Dickman) breathes the air of Whitman, Kerouac, O'Hara, and Koch, each of
whom pushed against the grain of what poetry and writing was supposed to be in their times." —New Haven
Review

All American Poem plumbs the ecstatic nature of our daily lives. In these unhermetic poems, pop culture and
the sacred go hand in hand. As Matthew Dickman said in an interview, he wants the “people from the
community that I come from”—a blue-collar neighborhood in Portland, Oregon—to get his poems. “Also, I
decided to include anything I wanted in my poems. . . . Pepsi, McDonald’s, the word ‘ass.’”

There is no one to save us
because there is no need to be saved.
I’ve hurt you. I’ve loved you. I’ve mowed
the front yard. When the stranger wearing a sheer white dress
covered in a million beads
slinks toward me like an over-sexed chandelier suddenly come to life,
I take her hand in mine. I spin her out
and bring her in. This is the almond grove
in the dark slow dance.
It is what we should be doing right now. Scraping
for joy . . .

Matthew Dickman is the winner of the May Sarton Award from the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, a poetry editor of Tin House, and the coauthor, with brother Michael Dickman, of 50 American
Plays. He lives in Portland, Oregon.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob King:

Here thing why this kind of All-American Poem (APR Honickman 1st Book Prize) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. All-American Poem (APR Honickman 1st Book Prize)
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
book that similar with All-American Poem (APR Honickman 1st Book Prize). It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of All-
American Poem (APR Honickman 1st Book Prize) in e-book can be your option.

Shawn McDonald:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this All-American Poem (APR Honickman
1st Book Prize) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism All-American Poem (APR
Honickman 1st Book Prize) as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

David Peacock:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like All-American Poem (APR
Honickman 1st Book Prize) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Kyra Franson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication All-American Poem (APR Honickman 1st Book Prize) was filled about
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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