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Despite three decades of preoccupation with development in Africa, the economies of most African nations
are still stagnating or regressing. For most Africans, incomes are lower than they were two decades ago,
health prospects are poorer, malnourishment is widespread, and infrastructures and social institutions are
breaking down.

An array of factors have been offered to explain the apparent failure of development in Africa, including the
colonial legacy, social pluralism, corruption, poor planning and incompetent management, limited in-flow of
foreign capital, and low levels of saving and investment. Alone or in combination, these factors are serious
impediments to development, but Claude Ake contends that the problem is not that development has failed,
but that it was never really on the agenda. He maintains that political conditions in Africa are the greatest
impediment to development.

In this book, Ake traces the evolution and failure of development policies, including the IMF stabilization
programs that have dominated international efforts. He identifies the root causes of the problem in the
authoritarian political structure of the African states derived from the previous colonial entities. Ake sketches
the alternatives that are struggling to emerge from calamitous failure--economic development based on
traditional agriculture, political development based on the decentralization of power, and reliance on
indigenous communities that have been providing some measure of refuge from the coercive power of the
central state. Ake's argument may become a new paradigm for development in Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Moss:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Democracy
and Development in Africa? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have different opinion?

Theresa Gayle:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Democracy and Development in Africa why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Deb Valdez:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Democracy and Development in Africa
can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Peter Landon:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Democracy and Development in Africa can
give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Democracy and Development in
Africa.
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