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While successful plays tend to share certain storytelling elements, there is no single blueprint for how a play
should be constructed. Instead, seasoned playwrights know how to select the right elements for their needs
and organize them in a structure that best supports their particular story.

Through his workshops and book The Dramatic Writer’s Companion, Will Dunne has helped thousands of
writers develop successful scripts. Now, in The Architecture of Story, he helps writers master the building
blocks of dramatic storytelling by analyzing a trio of award-winning contemporary American plays: Doubt:
A Parable by John Patrick Shanley, Topdog/Underdog by Suzan-Lori Parks, and The Clean House by Sarah
Ruhl. Dismantling the stories and examining key components from a technical perspective enables writers to
approach their own work with an informed understanding of dramatic architecture.

Each self-contained chapter focuses on one storytelling component, ranging from “Title” and “Main Event”
to “Emotional Environment” and “Crisis Decision.”  Dunne explores each component in detail,
demonstrating how it has been successfully handled in each play and comparing and contrasting techniques.
 The chapters conclude with questions to help writers evaluate and improve their own scripts. The result is a
nonlinear reference guide that lets writers work at their own pace and choose the topics that interest them as
they develop new scripts. This flexible, interactive structure is designed to meet the needs of writers at all
stages of writing and at all levels of experience.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Brown:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Architecture of Story: A
Technical Guide for the Dramatic Writer (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing)? Maybe it is
to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Marian Jackson:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Architecture of Story: A Technical
Guide for the Dramatic Writer (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you
think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Clare Andrews:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you
a lot of new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Architecture of Story: A Technical Guide for the Dramatic Writer (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and
Publishing), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Dorothea Profitt:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Architecture of Story: A Technical Guide for
the Dramatic Writer (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) can give you a lot of buddies
because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Architecture of Story: A Technical Guide for the



Dramatic Writer (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing).
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