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Anti-immigrant sentiment reached a fever pitch after 9/11, but its origins go back much further. Public
rhetoric aimed at exposing a so-called invasion of Latino immigrants has been gaining ground for more than
three decades—and fueling increasingly restrictive federal immigration policy. Accompanied by a flagging
U.S. economy—record-level joblessness, bankruptcy, and income inequality—as well as waning consumer
confidence, these conditions signaled one of the most hostile environments for immigrants in recent memory.
In Brokered Boundaries, Douglas Massey and Magaly Sánchez untangle the complex political, social, and
economic conditions underlying the rise of xenophobia in U.S. society. The book draws on in-depth
interviews with Latin American immigrants in metropolitan New York and Philadelphia and—in their own
words and images—reveals what life is like for immigrants attempting to integrate in anti-immigrant times.

What do the social categories “Latino” and “American” actually mean to today’s immigrants? Brokered
Boundaries analyzes how first- and second-generation immigrants from Central and South America and the
Caribbean navigate these categories and their associated meanings as they make their way through U.S.
society. Massey and Sánchez argue that the mythos of immigration, in which newcomers gradually shed their
respective languages, beliefs, and cultural practices in favor of a distinctly American way of life, is, in
reality, a process of negotiation between new arrivals and native-born citizens. Natives control interactions
with outsiders by creating institutional, social, psychological, and spatial mechanisms that delimit
immigrants’ access to material resources and even social status. Immigrants construct identities based on
how they perceive and respond to these social boundaries. The authors make clear that today’s Latino
immigrants are brokering boundaries in the context of unprecedented economic uncertainty, repressive anti-
immigrant legislation, and a heightening fear that upward mobility for immigrants translates into downward
mobility for the native-born. Despite an absolute decline in Latino immigration, immigration-related statutes
have tripled in recent years, including many that further shred the safety net for legal permanent residents as
well as the undocumented.

Brokered Boundaries shows that, although Latin American immigrants come from many different countries,
their common reception in a hostile social environment produces an emergent Latino identity soon after
arrival. During anti-immigrant times, however, the longer immigrants stay in America, the more likely they
are to experience discrimination and the less likely they are to identify as Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Barbour:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Brokered Boundaries: Immigrant Identity in Anti-
Immigrant Times. Try to stumble through book Brokered Boundaries: Immigrant Identity in Anti-Immigrant
Times as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Vanessa Gibson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Brokered Boundaries: Immigrant Identity in Anti-
Immigrant Times had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Brokered Boundaries: Immigrant Identity in Anti-
Immigrant Times is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using
the book Brokered Boundaries: Immigrant Identity in Anti-Immigrant Times. You never truly feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Larry Hayes:

The reserve untitled Brokered Boundaries: Immigrant Identity in Anti-Immigrant Times is the reserve that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Brokered Boundaries: Immigrant Identity in Anti-Immigrant
Times from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Concepcion Shaw:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Brokered Boundaries: Immigrant
Identity in Anti-Immigrant Times is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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