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A magisterial, colorful narrative illuminating the central tragedy of the nineteenth century: that God (or
man's faith in him) died, but the need to worship remained as a torment to those who thought they had buried
Him. By the end of the nineteenth century, almost all the great writers, artists, and intellectuals had
abandoned Christianity, and many abandoned belief in God altogether. This was partly the result of scientific
discovery, particularly the work of Charles Darwin in The Origin of Species. (No reader here will soon
forget the venomous Oxford debate between Thomas Huxley, brilliant defender of Darwin, and Bishop
Wilberforce in 1860.) But as Wilson demonstrates in such fascinatingly diverse lives as those of Gibbon,
Kant, Marx, Carlyle, George Eliot, and Sigmund Freud, the doubt about religion had many sources. By 1900,
the Church of England, so vastly rich, so politically and socially powerful, could be pronounced spiritually
empty, however full its pews might be on a Sunday. Echoes of the "Death of God" could be found practically
everywhere: in the revolutionary politics of Garibaldi and Lenin; in the poetry of Tennyson and the novels of
Hardy; in the work of Freud, connecting this "death" to our deepest wishes; and in the decline of hierarchical
(male) authority and the first stirrings of feminism. Wilson's exquisitely detailed argument reveals the
growth of a new imaginative order of unbelief that supplanted organized religion, and left in its wake a
devastating sense of loss extending to our own times.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Maas:

The e-book with title God's Funeral: The Decline of Faith in Western Civilization posesses a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Billy Stinson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be read. God's Funeral: The Decline of Faith in Western Civilization can be your answer because it can be
read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

James Batts:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book God's Funeral: The Decline of Faith in Western
Civilization was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book God's Funeral: The
Decline of Faith in Western Civilization has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading in which.

Faye Bolin:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the God's Funeral: The Decline of Faith in Western Civilization when you necessary it?
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