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A Very Serious Thing was first published in 1988. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to
make long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original University
of Minnesota Press editions.

"It is a very serious thing to be a funny woman." –Frances Miriam Berry Whitcher

A Very Serious Thing is the first book-length study of a part of American literature that has been consistently
neglected by scholars and underrepresented in anthologies—American women's humorous writing. Nancy
Walker proposes that the American humorous tradition to be redefined to include women's humor as well as
men's, because, contrary to popular opinion, women do have a sense of humor.

Her book draws on history, sociology, anthropology, literature, and psychology to posit that the reasons for
neglect of women's humorous expression are rooted in a male-dominated culture that has officially denied
women the freedom and self-confidence essential to the humorist. Rather than a study of individual writers,
the book is an exploration of relationships between cultural realities—including expectations of "true
womanhood"—and women's humorous response to those realities.

Humorous expression, Walker maintains, is at odds with the culturally sanctioned ideal of the "lady," and
much of women's humor seems to accept, while actually denying, this ideal. In fact, most of American
women's humorous writing has been a feminist critique of American culture and its attitudes toward women,
according to the author.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Vanness:

This A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American Culture are usually reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The main reason of this A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American
Culture can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American Culture giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful
in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Edgar Foley:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American Culture, you can tells your family, friends
and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Daniel Slater:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American
Culture can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Laura Hill:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book A Very Serious Thing: Women’s
Humor and American Culture to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American Culture



can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their
time.
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