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Edward Ford's forty years of practicing and teaching architecture have focused on one area: the architectural
detail. Yet, despite two hugely influential books (The Details of Modern Architecture, volumes 1 and 2),
numerous articles, and lectures given from Vancouver to Vienna, there are two questions Ford has,
remarkably, never answered: "What is a detail?" and more importantly, "What is a good detail?" Ford is an
architect as well as a writer, so it is notsurprising that rather than answering these questions in a third book,
he spent six years on the design and construction of a house. Building it was not an exercise in the
application of ideas about detail; it was, rather, a mechanism for answering those two simple questions.

Five Houses, Ten Details presents five designsall by Ford, all for himself, all for the same siteonly one of
which was built. Each unbuilt design evolved or was abandoned for a variety of reasons.Many simply cost
too much; others were based on presumptions that proved inaccurate or unproductive. All, to some degree,
are present in the final design. Each of the five designs explores a different aspect of architectural detail: how
it acts to connect to or disconnect from a site; how it is expressive of material; how it acts to reveal structure;
how itarticulates the act of construction; and how it can be inconsistent, in a beneficial way, with the
remainder of the building. Detail for Ford is not an accessory to architecture but its essence. Each design in
Five Houses, Ten Details explores and articulates one aspectsite, structure, material, joinery, or furnitureat
the expense of the others. Each architectural exploration leads to a larger understanding of construction and a
larger understanding of how details communicate. Woven throughout with historical references and specific
examples of his design process, Five Houses, Ten Details is an accessible and at times personal account of
one man's exploration of architectural detail.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Palmer:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that Five Houses, Ten Details (Writing
Matters) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Johnny Relyea:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Five Houses, Ten Details (Writing Matters) can
be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

William Evans:

Five Houses, Ten Details (Writing Matters) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Five Houses, Ten Details
(Writing Matters) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Rosemarie Nicoll:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Five Houses, Ten Details (Writing Matters) was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Five Houses, Ten Details (Writing
Matters) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading which.
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