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John Fowles presents a remarkable translation of a nineteenth-century work that provided the seed for his
acclaimed novel The French Lieutenant's Woman and that will astonish and haunt modern readers.

Based on a true story, Claire de Duras's Ourika relates the experiences of a Senegalese girl who is rescued
from slavery and raised by an aristocratic French family during the time of the French Revolution. Brought
up in a household of learning and privilege, she is unaware of her difference until she overhears a
conversation that suddenly makes her conscious of her race--and of the prejudice it arouses. From this point
on, Ourika lives her life not as a French woman but as a black woman who feels "cut off from the entire
human race." As the Reign of Terror threatens her and her adoptive family, Ourika struggles with her
unusual position as an educated African woman in eighteenth-century Europe.

A best-seller in the 1820s, Ourika captured the attention of Duras's peers, including Stendhal, and became
the subject of four contemporary plays. The work represents a number of firsts: the first novel set in Europe
to have a black heroine; the first French literary work narrated by a black female protagonist; and, as Fowles
points out in the foreword to his translation, "the first serious attempt by a white novelist to enter a black
mind."
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From reader reviews:

Corrine Switzer:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer
that question because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Ourika: An
English Translation (MLA Texts and Translations) to read.

Mary Gilbert:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Ourika: An English Translation (MLA Texts and Translations), you are able to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
reserve.

Staci Luton:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Ourika: An
English Translation (MLA Texts and Translations) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's observe.

Nancy Bowers:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Ourika: An English Translation (MLA Texts and
Translations) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion
about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it.
Beside that the reserve Ourika: An English Translation (MLA Texts and Translations) can to be your friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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