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“The terracotta army was a one-off creation, original in both concept and execution, unmentioned in any
source, no sooner buried than destroyed and forgotten. … Why so realistic? Why this many? Why full-size?
Why clay? … The initial inspiration was the need to duplicate a new force, of which the main element was
infantry, conscripted from the emperor’s newly acquired masses of peasants, and protected not with custom-
made armor but with scales of leather and simple, standardized weapons. It was the combination of archers,
infantry and charioteers, this particular balance between officers and men, that had enabled the First Emperor
to unify the nation.” - John Man, The Terracotta Army: China's First Emperor and the Birth of a Nation

China has always fascinated outsiders, much in the same way that distant light fascinates someone looking
down a dark road. It is both familiar and mysterious, ancient and new, and fully understanding it seems to
always remain just out of reach. From the Great Wall to the ancient teachings of Confucius, China’s natural
and man-made wonders have been topics of interest among Westerners since the Middle Ages and the
pursuit of trade routes both by land and sea, amazing Marco Polo and 19th century British expeditions in
similar ways despite the passage of several centuries between them.

For these reasons, it comes as little surprise that people across the world were excited when it was revealed
in 1974 that archaeologists had uncovered a new and amazing find: an underground army consisting of
thousands of clay soldiers, still standing at their posts despite being over 2,000 years old. In addition to the
remarkable feats of craftsmanship and the almost unimaginable size and scale of the Terracotta Army, the
sculpted statues seemed to bear testimony of something that modern people could not quite wrap their minds
around, representing a time when China was born almost 200 years before Christ. The hope for many was
that this remarkable army could reveal the secrets of China’s first emperor, Qin Shi Huang, a man who
united seven warring tribes into one of the most powerful nations on earth.

Even as research continues 40 years after the initial find, some of the facts about the Terracotta Army are
staggering. It’s estimated that the army consists of 8,000 soldiers, 130 chariots, and hundreds of horses and
cavalry, all of which were sculpted on a mass scale by various factories but were subsequently molded to
feature their own unique appearances separate of one another. As if that wasn’t enough, there are also
terracotta sculptures of acrobats, servants, and musicians, and the sculptures were painted (though most of
the paint has faded away over time). This impressive horde of funerary art was buried with Qin Shi Huang to
serve him in the afterlife, much the same way Egyptian pyramids were constructed for pharaohs.

While the sculptures comprising the Terracotta Army are impressive as a work of art, they have indeed
proven to be an invaluable historical source as well. Thanks to collections of weapons buried with the
sculptures, as well as the shapes and sizes of the various military equipment, historians can get a sense of
what Qin Shi Huang had at his disposal when he fought battles, and the Terracotta Army itself is even



organized based on military rank, allowing historians a chance to understand ancient Chinese military
formations.

The Terracotta Army: The History of Ancient China’s Famous Terracotta Warriors and Horses chronicles
the history of the Chinese emperor who commissioned them and a description of the famous funerary art.
Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Terracotta Army like
never before.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Terracotta Army: The History of Ancient
China's Famous Terracotta Warriors and Horses will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or ideal book with you?

Anna Yates:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this The
Terracotta Army: The History of Ancient China's Famous Terracotta Warriors and Horses.

Solomon Steward:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we
will say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually The Terracotta Army: The History of Ancient China's Famous Terracotta Warriors
and Horses.

Ramon Lopez:

The Terracotta Army: The History of Ancient China's Famous Terracotta Warriors and Horses can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Terracotta Army: The History of Ancient China's Famous Terracotta Warriors
and Horses although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of



crucial pondering.
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