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John Cort explores the narratives by which the Jains have explained the presence of icons of Jinas (their
enlightened and liberated teachers) that are worshiped and venerated in the hundreds of thousands of Jain
temples throughout India. Most of these narratives portray icons favorably, and so justify their existence; but
there are also narratives originating among iconoclastic Jain communities that see the existence of temple
icons as a sign of decay and corruption. The veneration of Jina icons is one of the most widespread of all Jain
ritual practices. Nearly every Jain community in India has one or more elaborate temples, and as the Jains
become a global community there are now dozens of temples in North America, Europe, Africa, and East
Asia. The cult of temples and icons goes back at least two thousand years, and indeed the largest of the four
main subdivisions of the Jains are called Murtipujakas, or "Icon Worshipers." A careful reading of narratives
ranging over the past 15 centuries, says Cort, reveals a level of anxiety and defensiveness concerning icons,
although overt criticism of the icons only became explicit in the last 500 years. He provides detailed studies
of the most important pro- and anti-icon narratives. Some are in the form of histories of the origins and
spread of icons. Others take the form of cosmological descriptions, depicting a vast universe filled with
eternal Jain icons. Finally, Cort looks at more psychological explanations of the presence of icons, in which
icons are defended as necessary spiritual corollaries to the very fact of human embodiedness.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Williams:

The book Framing the Jina: Narratives of Icons and Idols in Jain History can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Framing the Jina:
Narratives of Icons and Idols in Jain History? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Framing the Jina: Narratives of Icons and Idols in Jain History has simple shape but you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Rafael Brooks:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book Framing the Jina: Narratives of Icons and Idols in Jain History it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Sandy Reid:

Exactly why? Because this Framing the Jina: Narratives of Icons and Idols in Jain History is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Frances McKay:

This Framing the Jina: Narratives of Icons and Idols in Jain History is brand-new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Framing the
Jina: Narratives of Icons and Idols in Jain History can be the light food for you because the information
inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable



by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-
book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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