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Are cows sacred to Indian Hindus because they stand for nature and life, as symbolic analysts explain, or
because they pull plows and fertilize the land, providing people with food, as cultural materialists argue? Do
Muslim Sufi Ordersincorporate the lower classes and stabilize the cultural status quo, as functionalists
would assert, or are they dynamic forces reshaping society and culture, as processualists claim to illustrate?
Are witchcraft accusations a scapegoating of the powerless by the elite to maintain their ascendancy, as
materialist class theorists argue, or are they socia expressions of psychological tensions arising from
conflictsin relationships, as functionalist psychological anthropologists have argued? Understanding culture
means understanding and appreciating the diverse theories that offer different perspectives on culture.

Salzman's text explores six major streams of anthropological theory: interdependence in human life
(functionalism); agency in human action (processualism and transactionalism); determining factors
(materialism and political economy); coherence in culture (configurationalism and structuralism);
transformation through time (history and evolution); and critical advocacy (feminism and postmodernism).
Each theoretical approachisinitially presented in its own terms, to show its assumptions, aims, and
accomplishments. Each approach is elucidated and illustrated through the arguments and ethnographic
examples offered by original theorists and astute practitioners.

The introductory and concluding chapters of Understanding Culture frame the diverse theoretical positions
and the debates among them within the broader philosophical opposition between explanation and
explication. A caution is offered about presentism, the reflex acceptance of currently popular theories and
easy dismissal of earlier theories, because an informed appreciation of awide range of theoretical approaches
is beneficial for understanding cultures. Includes glossary of major terms, brief biographies of major culture
theorists, and suggestions for further reading.

Also by Philip Carl Salzman and available from Waveland Press: Classic Compar ative Anthropol ogy:
Studies from the Tradition (ISBN 9781577667100). Title of related interest also available from Waveland
Press: Garbarino, Sociocultural Theory in Anthropology: A Short History (ISBN 9780881330564).
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From reader reviews:
Nancy Figaro:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Understanding Culture : An Introduction to
Anthropological Theory iskind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Matthew White:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Understanding Culture : An Introduction to Anthropological Theory your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Understanding Culture : An Introduction to
Anthropologica Theory giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern thisis
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Tom Salgado:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Understanding Culture : An
Introduction to Anthropological Theory that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Understanding Culture : An
Introduction to Anthropological Theory become your current starter.

Sue Randall:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Understanding Culture : An Introduction to
Anthropological Theory to make your personal reading is interesting. Y our own skill of reading expertiseis
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to
open abook and examine it. Beside that the publication Understanding Culture : An Introduction to



Anthropological Theory can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of the time.
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