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In this vivid and brilliant biography, David Stewart describes Aaron Burr, the third vice president, as
a daring and perhaps deluded figure who shook the nation’s foundations in its earliest, most
vulnerable decades.

In 1805, the United States was not twenty years old, an unformed infant. The government consisted of a few
hundred people. The immense frontier swallowed up a tiny army of 3,300 soldiers. Following the Louisiana
Purchase, no one even knew where the nation’s western border lay. Secessionist sentiment flared in New
England and beyond the Appalachians.

Burr had challenged Jefferson, his own running mate, in the presidential election of 1800. Indicted for
murder in the dueling death of Alexander Hamilton in 1804, he dreamt huge dreams. He imagined an
insurrection in New Orleans, a private invasion of Spanish Mexico and Florida, and a great empire rising on
the Gulf of Mexico, which would swell when America’s western lands seceded from the Union. For two
years, Burr pursued this audacious dream, enlisting support from the General-in-Chief of the Army, a paid
agent of the Spanish king, and from other western leaders, including Andrew Jackson. When the army chief
double-crossed Burr, Jefferson finally roused himself and ordered Burr prosecuted for treason.

The trial featured the nation’s finest lawyers before the greatest judge in our history, Chief Justice John
Marshall, Jefferson’s distant cousin and determined adversary. It became a contest over the nation’s identity:
Should individual rights be sacrificed to punish a political apostate who challenged the nation’s very
existence? In a revealing reversal of political philosophies, Jefferson championed government power over
individual rights, while Marshall shielded the nation’s most notorious defendant. By concealing evidence,
appealing to the rule of law, and exploiting the weaknesses of the government’s case, Burr won his freedom.

Afterwards Burr left for Europe to pursue an equally outrageous scheme to liberate Spain’s American
colonies, but finding no European sponsor, he returned to America and lived to an unrepentant old age.

Stewart’s vivid account of Burr’s tumultuous life offers a rare and eye-opening description of the brand-new
nation struggling to define itself.
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From reader reviews:

Sherrie Shannon:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to
Jefferson's America had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to
Jefferson's America is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
while using book American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to Jefferson's America. You never sense lose
out for everything if you read some books.

Shane Webb:

This American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to Jefferson's America book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to Jefferson's America
without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly
be worry American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to Jefferson's America can bring whenever you are and
not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even cellphone. This American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to Jefferson's America having good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Janice Burgess:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to Jefferson's America as the
daily resource information.

Michael Hamrick:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge
to Jefferson's America publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty American
Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to Jefferson's America as good book not merely by the cover but also with



the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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