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An entertaining exploration into the death stories of our nation’s greatest leaders?and the wild ways
we choose to remember and memorialize them.

To public radio host and reporter Brady Carlson, the weighty responsibilities of being president never end.
As Carlson sees it, the dead presidents (and the ways we remember them) tell us a great deal about ourselves,
our history, and how we imagine our past and future. For American presidents, there is life after death?it’s
just a little weird.

In Dead Presidents, Carlson takes readers on an epic trip to presidential gravesites, monuments, and
memorials from sea to shining sea. With an engaging mix of history and contemporary reporting, Carlson
recounts the surprising origin stories of the Washington Monument, Mount Rushmore, Grant’s Tomb, and
JFK’s Eternal Flame. He explores whether William Henry Harrison really died of a cold, how the assassin’s
bullet may not have been what killed James A. Garfield, and why Zachary Taylor’s remains were exhumed
140 years after he died. And he explains the strange afterlives of the presidents, including why “Hooverball”
is still played in Iowa, why Millard Fillmore’s final resting place is next to that of funk legend Rick James,
why “Who’s buried in Grant’s Tomb?” became a running gag for Groucho Marx, why Ohio and Alaska
fought for so long over the name of Mt. McKinley (now known as Denali), and why we exalt dead presidents
not just with public statues and iconic paintings but with kitschy wax dummies, Halloween costumes, and
bobblehead dolls.

With an infectious passion for history and an eye for neglected places and offbeat characters reminiscent of
Tony Horwitz and Sarah Vowell, Carlson shows that the ways we memorialize our presidents reveal as much
about us as it does about the men themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time
to be learn. Dead Presidents: An American Adventure into the Strange Deaths and Surprising Afterlives of
Our Nation’s Leaders can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short
spare time problems.

Theodore Stewart:

Beside that Dead Presidents: An American Adventure into the Strange Deaths and Surprising Afterlives of
Our Nation’s Leaders in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info.
The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Dead Presidents: An
American Adventure into the Strange Deaths and Surprising Afterlives of Our Nation’s Leaders because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item?
Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Dennis Bryant:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Dead Presidents: An American Adventure
into the Strange Deaths and Surprising Afterlives of Our Nation’s Leaders can give you a lot of close friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks.
So , why hesitate? Let me have Dead Presidents: An American Adventure into the Strange Deaths and
Surprising Afterlives of Our Nation’s Leaders.

Cheryl Burnett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So
you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Dead Presidents: An American
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