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Maupassant and the American Short Story isolates and develops more fully than any previous study the
impact of Maupassant's work on the writing of Ambrose Bierce, O. Henry, Kate Chopin, and Henry James. It
introduces a new perspective to assess their canons, reviving the importance of many often-ignored stories
and, in the cases of Maupassant and O. Henry, reasserting the necessity of studying such writers to
understand the history of the genre.
An important moment in the history of the short story occurred with the American misreading of
Maupassant's use of story structure. At the turn of the century, writers such as Bierce and O. Henry seized
upon the surprise-inversion form because Maupassant's translators promoted him as championing it. Only a
few writers, such as James and Chopin, both of whom read Maupassant in French, appreciated his deft
handling of form more fully. Their vision and the impact of Maupassant upon their fiction was largely
ignored by later generations of writers who preferred to associate Maupassant and O. Henry with the "trick
ending" story. This book details the origins and consequences of this misperception.
The book further contributes to the study of the short-story genre. Through an adaptation of Aristotelian
concepts, Richard Fusco proposes an original approach to short-story structure, defining and developing
seven categories of textual formulas: linear, ironic coda, surprise-inversion, loop, descending helical,
contrast, and sinusoidal. As a practitioner of all these forms, Maupassant established his mastery of the
genre. By studying his use of form, the book asserts a major reason for his pivotal importance in the
historical development of the short story.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Wilson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Maupassant and the
American Short Story: The Influence of Form at the Turn of the Century? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Brian Ramos:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Maupassant and the American Short Story: The Influence of Form at the
Turn of the Century this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this
book ideal all of you.

Robin Castillo:

You can obtain this Maupassant and the American Short Story: The Influence of Form at the Turn of the
Century by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Beth Call:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Maupassant and the American Short Story: The Influence
of Form at the Turn of the Century was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Maupassant and the American Short Story: The Influence of Form at the Turn of the Century has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in
which.
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