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“Thepoemsin Onceilluminate and echo themes of lossand grief.” —Vanity Fair

The incandescent poems in Once, the second collection by an astonishing and formidable poet, explore l0ss,
violence, and recovery. Facing a mother’ simpending death, O’ Rourke invokes a vanished childhood of
“American houses, wet / kids moving through them in Spandex bathing suits; / inside, sandwiches with
crusts cut off.” But the future hangs ominously over this summer paradise: not just the death of O’ Rourke's
mother but the stark civic traumas faced by American citizens in the twenty-first century. “ The future,”

O’ Rourke writes, “isall still / adream, a night sweat to be swum off / in awonderland of sand and bread.”

These poems are shadowed by illness, both civic and personal, and by the mysterious currents of grief. What
emerges over the course of the volume is a meditation not only on a daughter’ s relationship with her mother
but also on a citizen’ s to her nation. Throughout, Once examines the forces that shape war, divorce, and
death, exploring personal culpability and charting uncertain new beginnings as the speakers seek to build
homes in a shattered land and find whole selves amid broken, thwarted rel ationships.

from"Frontier"

... At times,
| felt sick, intoxicated

by BPA and mercury.

At other times | fasted and the stars
stumbled clear from the vault.

Up there, the universe stands around drunk.
| hopethe Lord iskind to us,

for we engrave our every mistake. . .
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From reader reviews:
Donna Wood:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guarderia until university need this kind of Once: Poems to read.

Jaime Friend:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guysthis particular aren't like that. This Once: Poems book is readabl e through you who hate those
perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Once: Poems
content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different such asit. So, do you still thinking Once: Poemsis not loveable
to be your top record reading book?

Alisa Gordon:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its
handle may doesn't work hereis difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Once: Poems why because the excellent
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Lucy Carson:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
aprofessional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you is Once: Poems this guide consist alot of the information on the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes
this book. Thisiswhy this book acceptable all of you.
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