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What a big brain we have for al the small talk we make. It's an evolutionary riddle that at long last makes
sense in thisintriguing book about what gossip has done for our talkative species. Psychologist Robin
Dunbar looks at gossip as an instrument of social order and cohesion--much like the endless grooming with
which our primate cousins tend to their social relationships.

Apes and monkeys, humanity's closest kin, differ from other animals in the intensity of these relationships.
All their grooming is not so much about hygiene as it is about cementing bonds, making friends, and
influencing fellow primates. But for early humans, grooming as away to social success posed a problem:
given their large social groups of 150 or so, our earliest ancestors would have had to spend almost half their
time grooming one another--an impossible burden. What Dunbar suggests--and his research, whether in the
realm of primatology or in that of gossip, confirms--is that humans devel oped language to serve the same
purpose, but far more efficiently. It seems there is nothing idle about chatter, which holds together a diverse,
dynamic group--whether of hunter-gatherers, soldiers, or workmates.

Anthropologists have long assumed that language devel oped in relationships among males during activities
such as hunting. Dunbar's origina and extremely interesting studies suggest otherwise: that language in fact
evolved in response to our need to keep up to date with friends and family. We needed conversation to stay
in touch, and we still need it in ways that will not be satisfied by teleconferencing, email, or any other
communication technology. As Dunbar shows, the impersonal world of cyberspace will not fulfill our
primordial need for face-to-face contact.

From the nit-picking of chimpanzeesto our chats at coffee break, from neuroscience to pal eoanthropol ogy,
Grooming, Gossip, and the Evolution of Language offers a provocative view of what makes us human, what
holds us together, and what sets us apart.
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From reader reviews:
Willie Hodges:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guysthis particular aren't like that. This Grooming, Gossip, and the Evolution of Language book is
readable through you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer involving Grooming, Gossip, and the Evolution of Language content conveysthe idea
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different such asit. So, do you nonethel ess thinking Grooming, Gossip, and the Evolution of Language
is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Dan Villanueva;

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Grooming,
Gossip, and the Evolution of Language is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Matthew Ibarra:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extratime, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually Grooming,
Gossip, and the Evolution of Language.

Alberto Turcotte:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book
Grooming, Gossip, and the Evolution of Language we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Grooming, Gossip, and the Evolution of
Language. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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