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Humanity’s Madness: Consequences of Becoming Literate is the last in a trilogy that includes Averting
Global Extinction (Jason Aronson, 2009) and Language and the Ineffable (Lexington Books, 2011). This
accessible but highly unconventional book extends and integrates decades of the author’s published and
unpublished precursor work on language and sociocultural pathology. Its principal thesis is that humankind’s
many current and past predicaments, both large and small, are symptoms of a special kind of madness – the
madness that became possible, although not necessarily inevitable, about 6000 years ago when humanity
began to become literate, explicitly dualistic, and enabled to dominate nature. This at first glance unlikely,
counterintuitive hypothesis is based partly on a major reconceptualization and radicalization of older work
by linguists and anthropologists on so-called primary orality, the human condition that preceded the
development of literacy, and partly on the author’s previous work: unorthodox conceptions of the earliest
eras of individual human development (ontogenesis) and of nontraditional views about the nature of
language; on psychodynamically-informed approaches to dealing with a culture’s defensive resistance to
change; on reinterpretations of the findings of anthropological, linguistic and psychological studies of the
Pirahãs, a small, highly atypical Amazon tribe. Thus, this book draws on a very broad, rich spectrum of
works from various disciplines by the author and others. The result in this work is an original perspective
from which humanity’s many current and past problems can be seen as various tokens of a millennia-old
madness whose symptoms and manifestations have changed and evolved as our ability to dominate and
exploit nature escalated, but the roots remain the same. From that clinical-historical-philosophical-linguistic
perspective on problems, the current looming threats to global survival are but the latest in a very long line of
increasingly severe manifestations of an underlying pathology, as are many apparently lesser, or even
unrecognized, difficulties that trouble academic disciplines, professions and ordinary, everyday living. This
novel reconceptualization of numerous old and new difficulties and paradoxes also points to a heretofore
overlooked promising approach suggested by an ontogenetic perspective: based on the Piraha studies,
Humanity's Madness proposes that fundamentally reconceptualizing and altering a culture's child-raising
practices may provide a promising (though difficult, unpalatable) way of ameliorating current dilemmas. In
sum, Humanity’s Madness offers an accessible, clear, generative and original starting point for thinking
about and working toward promising alternative solutions to the many different kinds of daunting
contemporary predicaments.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Phelps:

The book Humanity's Madness: Consequences of Becoming Literate can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
Humanity's Madness: Consequences of Becoming Literate? Several of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book Humanity's Madness: Consequences of Becoming Literate has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Kevin Zavala:

The actual book Humanity's Madness: Consequences of Becoming Literate has a lot associated with on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this book.

Alisa Gordon:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
Humanity's Madness: Consequences of Becoming Literate will give you new experience in reading through a
book.

Truman Gallagher:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Humanity's Madness: Consequences of Becoming Literate can make you
sense more interested to read.
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