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James Salter’s exalted place in American letters is based largely on the intense admiration of other writers,
but his work resonates far beyond the realm of fellow craftsmen, addressing themes--youth, war, erotic love,
marriage, life abroad, friendship--that speak to us all.

Following the publication of his first novel, Salter left behind a military career of great promise to write full-
time and--through decades of searching, exacting work--became one of American literature’s master stylists.
Only months before he died, at the age of eighty-nine, he agreed to serve as the first Kapnick Writer-in-
Residence at the University of Virginia, where he composed and delivered the three lectures presented in this
book and introduced by his friend and fellow novelist, National Book Award-winning author John Casey.

Salter speaks to us here with an easy intimacy, sharing his unceasing enchantment with the books that made
up his reading life, including works by Balzac, Flaubert, Babel (whose prose is "like a handful of radium"),
Dreiser, Céline, Faulkner. These talks provide an invaluable opportunity to see the way in which a great
writer reads. They also offer a candid look at the writing life--the rejection letters, not one but two negative
reviews in the New York Times for the same book, writing in the morning or at night and worrying about
money during the long afternoons.

Salter raises the question, Why does one write? For wealth? For admiration, or a sense of "importance"?
Confronting a blank sheet that always offers too many choices, practicing a vocation that often demands one
write instead of live, the answer for Salter was creating a style that captured experience, in a world where
anything not written down fades away.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Dillard:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The Art of Fiction
(Kapnick Lectures)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
different opinion?

Houston Boynton:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and important the book The Art of Fiction (Kapnick Lectures). All type of
book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

John Champlin:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Art of Fiction (Kapnick
Lectures) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Ira Atwood:

Beside this The Art of Fiction (Kapnick Lectures) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Art
of Fiction (Kapnick Lectures) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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