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We think of the nineteenth century as an active age--the age of colonial expansion, revolutions, and railroads,
of great exploration and the Great Exhibition. But in reading the works of Romantic and Victorian writers
one notices a conflict, what Stefanie Markovits terms "a crisis of action." In her book, The Crisis of Action
in Nineteenth-Century English Literature, Markovits maps out this conflict by focusing on four writers:
William Wordsworth, Arthur Hugh Clough, George Eliot, and Henry James. Each chapter offers a "case-
study" that demonstrates how specific historical contingencies--including reaction to the French Revolution,
laissez-faire economic practices, changes in religious and scientific beliefs, and shifts in women's roles--
made people in the period hypersensitive to the status of action and its literary co-relative, plot. By
emphasizing the importance of inaction--both frustrated action and internalized action--Markovits shows
how the Victorian psychological novel develops out of Romantic poetry. But her concerns are ethical as well
as generic. Aristotelian models of development see character as the product of actions. Yet in the writings
considered, perceptions of characters come not from what they do, but from what they cannot do. This shift
has moral consequences: must one do the right thing, or is it enough to will it? How does literary work relate
to this question? Through an historically sensitive analysis, Markovits reinvests the idea of action with its
Victorian weightiness.
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From reader reviews:

John Lien:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The CRISIS OF ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the
book The CRISIS OF ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Heather Reader:

This book untitled The CRISIS OF ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Bruce Crawford:

The book The CRISIS OF ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU will bring one to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see,
this book very ideal to you. The book The CRISIS OF ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly
to read the book.

Anthony Muller:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the guide untitled The CRISIS OF ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU can be
very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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