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New Directions in American Politics introduces students not just to how the American political system works
but also to how political science works. La Raja brings together top scholars to write original essays across
the standard curriculum of American government and politics, capturing emerging research in the discipline
in a way that is accessible for undergraduates. Each chapter combines substantive knowledge with the kind
of skill-building and analytical inquiry that is being touted in higher education everywhere. Contributors to
New Directions highlight why the questions they seek to answer are critical for understanding American
politics, and situate them in the broader context of controversies in research.

The teaching of American politics follows a well-worn path. Textbooks for introductory courses hew to a
traditional set of chapters that describe the Founding, American institutions, the ways citizens participate in
politics, and sometimes public policy. The material rarely engages students in the kind of questions that
animate scholarship on politics. One hurdle for instructors is finding material that reflects quality
scholarship?and thus teaches students about why, not just what?and yet is accessible for undergraduates.
Articles in scholarly journals are typically unsuited for undergraduate courses, particularly introductory
courses. What is needed is a book that conveys exciting trends in scholarship across vital topics in American
politics and illustrates analytical thinking. New Directions in American Politics is that book and will be an
ideal companion to standard textbooks that focus mostly on nuts and bolts of politics.

The book features:

Contributions from a top-notch cast of active scholars and a highly regarded editor●

A focus on analytical thinking that addresses questions of causality●

Full coverage of the American politics curriculum●

Short interviews with each contributor on a companion website to help the research come alive and prompt●

critical thinking questions for students
Work that draws on the highest quality research in political science but is written specifically for first year●

undergraduate students.

There is simply no book like this available to the growing number of faculty who want their introductory
American politics course to be a reflection of the political science discipline and not just the nuts and bolt
facts of the American political system.
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From reader reviews:

John Richey:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of American Government
(Package): New Directions in American Politics book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Margaret Boyer:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in writing, they also
doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this American Government (Package):
New Directions in American Politics.

Shawn Jones:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love American Government (Package):
New Directions in American Politics, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its referred to as reading friends.

Michael Yancey:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This American Government (Package): New
Directions in American Politics can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book
you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have
American Government (Package): New Directions in American Politics.
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