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An exploration of the cultural impact of Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings, the Pieta? of music, and its
enigmatic composer--in celebration of the centenary of his birth. "Whenever the American dream suffers a
catastrophic setback, Barber's Adagio plays on the radio."--Alex Ross, author of The Rest is Noise

In the first book ever to explore Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings, music and literary critic Thomas Larson
tells the story of the prodigal composer and his seminal masterpiece: from its composition in 1936, when
Barber was just twenty-six, to its orchestral premiere two yearslater, led by the great Arturo Toscanini, and
its fascinating history as America's secular hymn for grieving our dead. Older Americans know Adagio from
the funerals and memorials for Presidents Roosevelt and Kennedy, Albert Einstein, and Grace Kelly.

Y ounger Americans recall the work as the antiwar theme of the movie Platoon. Still others treasure the piece
in its choral version under the name Agnus Dei. More recently, mourners heard Adagio played as a memorial
to the victims of the 9/11 attacks. Barber's Adagio is truly the saddest music ever written, enrapturing
listeners with its lyric beauty as few laments have.

The Adagio's sonorous intensity also speaks of the turbulent inner life of its composer, Samuel Barber
(1910-1981), amelancholic who, in later years, descended into alcoholism and severe depression. Part
biography, part cultura history, part memoir, The Saddest Music Ever Written captures the deep emotion
Barber's great elegy has stirred throughout the world during its seventy-five-year history, becoming anicon
of our national soul.
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From reader reviews:
Christopher Olsen:

This book untitled The Saddest Music Ever Written: The Story of Samuel Barber's Adagio for Stringsto be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit onit. Y ou will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

AndreRosier:

The reason? Because this The Saddest Music Ever Written: The Story of Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings
isan unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning entirely. So, it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This book will give you alot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking technique. So, still want to delay having that book? If | have been you | will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Vanessa Gibson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but till relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Saddest Music Ever Written: The
Story of Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still would like to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Judith Craig:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours aday. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Saddest Music Ever
Written: The Story of Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings which is obtaining the e-book version. So, try out
this book? Let's see.
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