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"A Descent into the Maelström" is an 1841 short story by Edgar Allan Poe. In the tale, a man recounts how
he survived a shipwreck and a whirlpool. It has been grouped with Poe's tales of ratiocination and also
labeled an early form of science fiction. Inspired by the Moskstraumen, it is couched as a story within a
story, a tale told at the summit of a mountain climb in Lofoten, Norway. The story is told by an old man who
reveals that he only appears old—"You suppose me a very old man," he says, "but I am not. It took less than
a single day to change these hairs from a jetty black to white, to weaken my limbs, and to unstring my
nerves." The narrator, convinced by the power of the whirlpools he sees in the ocean beyond, is then told of
the "old" man's fishing trip with his two brothers a few years ago. Driven by "the most terrible hurricane that
ever came out of the heavens", their ship was caught in the vortex. One brother was pulled into the waves;
the other was driven mad by the horror of the spectacle, and drowned as the ship was pulled under. At first
the narrator only saw hideous terror in the spectacle. In a moment of revelation, he saw that the Maelström is
a beautiful and awesome creation. Observing how objects around him were pulled into it, he deduced that
"the larger the bodies, the more rapid their descent" and that spherical-shaped objects were pulled in the
fastest. Unlike his brother, he abandoned ship and held on to a cylindrical barrel until he was saved several
hours later. The old man tells the story to the narrator without any hope that the narrator will believe it.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Grant:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
A Descent Into the Maelstrom the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect
that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-
book then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The A Descent
Into the Maelstrom giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Nancy Tandy:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Descent Into the Maelstrom
can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than
the others?

Ronald Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this A Descent Into the
Maelstrom.

Myrta Bundy:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the A Descent Into the Maelstrom when you desired it?
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