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Václav Havel was one of the most prominent figures of the twentieth century: iconoclast and intellectual,
renowned artist turned political dissident, president of a united and then divided nation, and dedicated human
rights activist. Written by Michael Zantovsky—Havel’s former press secretary, advisor, and longtime
friend—Havel: A Life chronicles his extraordinary journey from the theatrical stage to the world stage.

Havel’s lifelong perspective as an outsider began with his privileged childhood in Prague and his family’s
blacklisted status following the Communist coup of 1948. In his youth, this feeling of being isolated and
outcast fueled his poetry and then later his career as an essayist and dramatist, writing absurdist plays as
social commentary. His outspoken involvement during the Prague Spring led to the harsh censorship of his
work, and his human rights activities earned him five years in prison.

Although Havel was a courageous visionary, he was also a man of great contradictions, wracked with doubt
and self-criticism. But he always remained true to himself. His leadership of Charter 77, his unflagging belief
in the power of the powerless, and his galvanizing personality catapulted Havel into a pivotal role as the
leader of the Velvet Revolution in 1989. Over the next thirteen years, he continued to break through
international barriers as the last president of Czechoslovakia and the first president of the Czech Republic.

Zantovsky was one of Havel’s closest friends, having met in the democratic opposition under Communism.
During Havel’s early years in office Zantovsky was his press secretary, advisor, and political director, and
their friendship endured until Havel’s death in 2011. A rare witness to this most extraordinary life,
Zantovsky presents a revelatory portrait—up close and personal—of this giant among men and the turbulent
times through which he prevailed.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Stclair:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Havel: A
Life, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a guide.

Marianne Haglund:

The guide untitled Havel: A Life is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book,
and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book
of Havel: A Life from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Christopher Hartwick:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Havel: A Life that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world.
It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able
to pick Havel: A Life become your starter.

Jose Garcia:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Havel: A Life can be the
respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than
the others?
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