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With this colorful study, Reid Mitchell takes us to Mardi Gras--to a yearly ritual that sweeps the richly
multicultural city of New Orleans into a frenzy of parades, pageantry, dance, drunkenness, music, sexual
display, and social and political bombast. In All on a Mardi Gras Day Mitchell tells us some of the most
intriguing stories of Carnival since 1804. Woven into his narrative are observations of the meaning and
messages of Mardi Gras--themes of unity, exclusion, and elitism course through these tales as they do
through the Crescent City.

Moving through the decades, Mitchell describes the city's diverse cultures coming together to compete in
Carnival performances. We observe powerful social clubs, or krewes, designing their elaborate parade
displays and extravagant parties; Creoles and Americans in conflict over whose dances belong in the
ballroom; enslaved Africans and African Americans preserving a sense of their heritage in processions and
dances; white supremacists battling Reconstruction; working-class blacks creating the flamboyant Krewe of
Zulu; the birth and reign of jazz; the gay community holding lavish balls; and of course tourists purchasing
an authentic experience according to the dictates of our commercial culture. Interracial friction, nativism, Jim
Crow separatism, the hippie movement--Mitchell illuminates the expression of these and other American
themes in events ranging from the 1901 formation of the anti-prohibitionist Carrie Nation Club to the
controversial 1991 ordinance desegregating Carnival parade krewes.

Through the conflicts, Mitchell asserts, "I see in Mardi Gras much what I hear in a really good jazz band: a
model for the just society, the joyous community, the heavenly city...A model for community where
individual expression is the basis for social harmony and where continuity is the basis for creativity." All on
a Mardi Gras Day journeys into a world where hope persists for a rare balance between diversity and unity.
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From reader reviews:

James Kostka:

The book All on a Mardi Gras Day: Episodes in the History of New Orleans Carnival can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book All on
a Mardi Gras Day: Episodes in the History of New Orleans Carnival? Several of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now,
try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other;
it is possible to share all of these. Book All on a Mardi Gras Day: Episodes in the History of New Orleans
Carnival has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Steele:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The All on a Mardi Gras Day: Episodes in the History of New Orleans Carnival will give
you new experience in reading through a book.

Kim Marshall:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of All on a Mardi Gras Day: Episodes in the History of
New Orleans Carnival can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have
matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should
have All on a Mardi Gras Day: Episodes in the History of New Orleans Carnival.

Elliott Townsend:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this All on a Mardi Gras Day: Episodes in the History of New Orleans Carnival can make you feel more



interested to read.
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