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“My husband doesn’t have a head for business,” complained Ngoc, the owner of a children’s clothing stall in
Ben Thanh market. “Naturally, it’s because he’s a man.” When the women who sell in Ho Chi Minh City’s
iconic marketplace speak, their language suggests that activity in the market is shaped by timeless, essential
truths: Vietnamese women are naturally adept at buying and selling, while men are not; Vietnamese prefer to
do business with family members or through social contacts; stallholders are by nature superstitious;
marketplace trading is by definition a small-scale enterprise.

Essential Trade looks through the façade of these “timeless truths” and finds active participants in a political
economy of appearances: traders’ words and actions conform to stereotypes of themselves as poor, weak
women in order to clinch sales, manage creditors, and protect themselves from accusations of being greedy,
corrupt, or “bourgeois” – even as they quietly slip into southern Vietnam’s growing middle class. But
Leshkowich argues that we should not dismiss the traders’ self-disparaging words simply because of their
essentialist logic. In Ben Thanh market, performing certain styles of femininity, kinship relations, social
networks, spirituality, and class allowed traders to portray themselves as particular kinds of people who had
the capacity to act in volatile political and economic circumstances. When so much seems to be changing, a
claim that certain things or people are inherently or naturally a particular way can be both personally
meaningful and strategically advantageous.

Based on ethnographic fieldwork and life history interviewing conducted over nearly two decades, Essential
Trade explores how women cloth and clothing traders like Ngoc have plied their wares through four decades
of political and economic transformation: civil war, postwar economic restructuring, socialist
cooperativization, and the frenetic competition of market socialism. With close attention to daily activities
and life narratives, this groundbreaking work of critical feminist economic anthropology combines
theoretical insight, vivid ethnography, and moving personal stories to illuminate how the interaction between
gender and class has shaped people’s lives and created market socialist political economy. It provides a
compelling account of postwar southern Vietnam as seen through the eyes of the dynamic women who have
navigated forty years of profound change while building their businesses in the stalls of Ben Thanh market.
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From reader reviews:

David Hester:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Essential Trade: Vietnamese Women in a
Changing Marketplace (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) has been making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The e-book Essential Trade: Vietnamese Women in a Changing Marketplace (Southeast Asia: Politics,
Meaning, and Memory) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship while using book Essential Trade: Vietnamese Women in a Changing Marketplace
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory). You never truly feel lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Steve Diaz:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Essential Trade: Vietnamese Women in a
Changing Marketplace (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Robert Ryan:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended for your requirements is Essential Trade: Vietnamese Women in a Changing
Marketplace (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) this reserve consist a lot of the information in
the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study
when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Seth Sutherland:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and



comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Essential Trade: Vietnamese Women in a Changing Marketplace (Southeast
Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) when you required it?
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