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Milwaukee, one of the nation's most segregated metropolitan areas, implemented in 1990 a school choice
program aimed at improving the education of inner-city children by enabling them to attend a selection of
private schools. The results of this experiment, however, have been overshadowed by the explosion of
emotional debate it provoked nationwide. In this book, John Witte provides a broad yet detailed framework
for understanding the Milwaukee experiment and its implications for the market approach to American
education. In a society supposedly devoted to equality of opportunity, the concept of school choice or
voucher programs raises deep issues about liberty versus equality, government versus market, and about our
commitment to free and universal education. Witte brings a balanced perspective to the picture by
demonstrating why it is wrongheaded to be pro- or anti-school choice in the abstract. He explains why the
voucher program seems to be working in the specific case of Milwaukee, but warns that such programs
would not necessarily promote equal education--and most likely harm the poor--if applied universally, across
the socioeconomic spectrum.

The book begins with a theoretical discussion of the provision of education in America. It goes on to situate
the issue of school choice historically and politically, to describe the program and private schools in
Milwaukee, and to provide statistical analyses of the outcomes for children and their parents in the
experiment. Witte concludes with some persuasive arguments about the importance of specifying the
structural details of any choice program and with a call supporting vouchers for poor inner-city children, but
not a universal program for all private schools.

Voucher programs continue to be the most controversial approach to educational reform. The Market
Approach to Education provides a thorough review of where the choice debate stands through 1998. It not
only includes the "Milwaukee story" but also provides an analysis of the role, history, and politics of court
decisions in this most important First Amendment area.
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From reader reviews:

Marvis Byrnes:

Typically the book The Market Approach to Education: An Analysis of America's First Voucher Program
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Market
Approach to Education: An Analysis of America's First Voucher Program is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

James Helm:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe
you answer may be The Market Approach to Education: An Analysis of America's First Voucher Program
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.

Sandra Kelley:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The The Market Approach to Education: An Analysis of America's First Voucher
Program will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Michelle Oquinn:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This e-book The Market Approach to Education: An Analysis of America's First Voucher
Program was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book you wanted.
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