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This study, the first of two parts, gives a comprehensive account of Chinese textiles and textile technology
and deals with the evolution of bast fibre spinning and silk-reeling in the history of China. These operations
are the basic techniques in the production of yarn and thread, pre-requisite to weaving, and any study of
Chinese textile technology must start with the raw material obtained from fibre plants such as hemp, ramie,
jute, cotton, etc, and silk reeled off from cocoons of the domestic silkworm. The time-span covered runs
from the neolithic to the nineteenth century. Archaeological and pictoral evidence, the bulk of it hitherto
unpublished in the West, is brought together with Chinese textual sources (which are extensively translated
and interpreted) to illustrate Chinese achievements in this field. Professor Kuhn's study reveals the way in
which Chinese textile-technological inventiveness has influenced textile production in other regions of the
world and in medieval Europe. It explains how textile technology reached its high point between the tenth
and thirteenth centuries and attempts to indicate the reasons for its subsequent relative decline. The
development of the textile industry in Europe was a key factor in the rise of capitalism. In the case of China
after Sung times, textile technology and the organisation of textile labour may help indicate why such a
development did not take place in China.
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From reader reviews:

Lela Koehn:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 5,
Chemistry and Chemical Technology; Part 9, Textile Technology: Spinning and Reeling book as basic and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Armando McFarland:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Science and Civilisation in
China: Volume 5, Chemistry and Chemical Technology; Part 9, Textile Technology: Spinning and Reeling.

John Lambeth:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 5, Chemistry and Chemical Technology; Part 9, Textile
Technology: Spinning and Reeling the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve
then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Science and
Civilisation in China: Volume 5, Chemistry and Chemical Technology; Part 9, Textile Technology: Spinning
and Reeling giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data
for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Valerie Beauchamp:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the



books in the top list in your reading list is Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 5, Chemistry and
Chemical Technology; Part 9, Textile Technology: Spinning and Reeling. This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this book
you can get many advantages.
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